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WELCOME TO THE PREPRINT
DESIGN GUIDE

Here you will find all the answers you need...
...when creating print materials for store promotion
activities.
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The design guide is meant to highlight the most
essential principles for creative design, and to give an
overview of dos and don'ts.

Each chapter in the guide focuses on design
elements such as fonts, colors, logo usage, grids, etc.

The helpful place.




ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

IN CASE OF QUESTIONS

The ever-changing document ...

A design guide is a living document that is always
evolving.
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It is important to stop by from time to time to make
sure that you always have the latest version of the
design guide.

S 9 g DeWalt® 20 Volt MAX

. ) . Brushless Compact Drill

In case you have any questions, please don't hesitate & Impact Driver Kit
2493419

to contact us.

SALE WITH ACE
$229.99 -350 REWARDS CARD*

Limit 4 at this price.

For design-related questions, please contact your
Ace Hardware marketing team.

Contact us at preprints@acehardware.com

The helpful place.
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DESIGN GRID
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SALES

@) PROMOTION
: THE FRONT PAGE DESIGN GRID :
— N
M
5 Main theme and products - i 26_ e
i The front page is created with a focus on showin Y > \ N n '
o pag g The helpful place. | 3 u é‘cg
a Ace Hardware as a brand that celebrates the DIY / &g E i
o) ) BN - 1 COUPO
< hero of the family. , . ol | . 25
g . . . FFATHEME Y B e '

It is very important to have people represented in the Introduction -y & | | 14N T

hero area that we use for the theme introduction.
The usage of people adds humanity to the Ace
designs and shows that we are a company, that
values the connection between the customer and the
Ace team.

FEATURE
. . .. T PRODUCTS
We also like space, simplicity and avoiding cluttered

theme graphics.

Black Flag* Wasp, Homet  Ortho® Home Defense®

BIC1 SOPERCENTOFF &Yellow JacketKilleror  InsectKiller forindoor&. [l
Foaming Wasp & Homet  Perimeter, 1.1Gal.

2.

Lozt tisorce
REDVOT B

Keep it simple, keep it powerful and keep it beautiful!

ath of July Sale AP 1190626, 001, Versions: CADSFNNRNWSOTR

The helpful place.
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THE CONTENT PAGE GRID S

[} g:l.llmpmex ~' P \ A
The presentation of products f: m /;}fﬂ\ ,
The content pages are created by setting up the W m
products in a way that looks nice and is easy to read.
s i’ @.

ruunclanu..

Roundup® Weed
&Grass Killer
Concentrate Plus,
3680z

Bo o

Ortho® Weed
B Gon® Max®
Plus Crabgrass

sALE /
53855 -55 NEARS Canoe

$2 499

Ready to-Use,
7437080

Limi 21 i rie
HoT

\/‘A

saLE s Ace P Wi ace
3255 -S4 NS Ean A -52 MASE,

We use a combination of background images, boxes,
open space, and background colors for variation.
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Ace 50'x5/8"

Flexogen® Premium Deluxe NeverLeak'
len

Hose Reel Cart
Holds up10 250'of

Margins:
The margin between product boxes must always be
0.10". Horizontally and vertically.

2399 s4 RS Eano AceYard

arden Tools
70018, 1002,
0003 71752

K

Margin:
Space between boxes
must always be 0.10"

| (Cutter® Backyard Triazicide® Lawn
| (Bus Control 2 0z. Insect Killer

wTH AcE.
899 -84 JERAE o

$499

Margin:
Space between boxes
must always be 0.10"

o
The helpful place.
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ROBOTO AND ROBOTO SLAB

The two main typefaces of the production
The two characteristic fonts used for the print design
of Ace Hardware are:

Roboto
and
Roboto Slab.

They are used for all headlines, body copy, and price
splatters.

Fonts will vary in sizes, but there are strict font styles
and sizes used for the more conservative
communication like headlines, product copy, box
copy, and so on. All the typographies are included in
the object & font libraries included in the preprint and
sign kit InDesign documents.

Please note: Ace Rewards, Ace logo, and any other
brand logos should remain in their approved fonts.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Roboto Regular

ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklm
nopgrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Roboto Slab Bold

ABCDEFGHIJKLM
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklm
nopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

The helpful place.



o
o
>
=
=
55!
2
-
i
!
m
o
2
-
%]

MINDSET

Used for call-to-action communication

Mindset is a more lively and fun typeface, that we use
to create "“Buy One Get One” or “Buy this get this..."
communication.

It can only be used for those messages never as a
headline or body copy typeface.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Mindset Regular

ABCDEFGHIIKIM =,
noparstuvwxyz FREE
ABCDEFGHIJKIM .
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Pleated
Air Filter

- )
1234567890 =
4044566 R

The helpful place.



ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

EXAMPLES OF FONT USAGE
Mix the two fonts for variation in designs ROBOTOLSHT...... OUR Bl GG EST

The fonts work perfectly together when you create
. . ROBOTO SLAB BOLD
headlines or promaotional power copy. e PAIN I SA I E

In headlines, the Roboto Slab should be used as the

more powerful (larger) font and Roboto as the “lead

up to" font, ROBOTOSLAB BOLD . Ace 50' x 5/8"
8pt/8pt Flexogen® Premium
In product descriptions you reverse it to give the %agrzgfﬁqit ;’;‘ihis -

i ili Color may vary.
product name more power and to improve readability ROBOTOREGULAR 100" x 5/8", 72054...543.99 -8

of the product copy. 55pt/7 pt. With Ace Rewards Card,* You
Pay $35.99. Limit 2 at this price.
RED HOT BUY
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The helpful place.
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THE COLOR SCHEME

Color chart
The color definitions on the Famous For Four colors can be found here.
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Stick to the color schemes, and avoid adding new colors.

Power Tools/

Anything But  Outdoor Power Paint BBQs Home
Equipment Preservation

C:45 C:00 C:35 C:15 C:00

M:35 M:15 M:05 M: 00 M:05

Y : 40 Y : 40 Y:20 Y:55 Y:15

K:10 K: 40 K:25 K:30 K:35
R:137 R:168 R:131 R:164 R:178
G:140 G:145 G:165 G:173 G:170
B:135 B:109 B:164 B:110 B:155
#898c87 #a8916d #83a5a4 # adadée #b2aa9b

o
The helpful place.
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Preservation

Famous For Four categories.

2 THE FF4 COLORS

—

5 One color for each category Anything Home
§ These are the defined colors for the But

o

o

o

Anything But... Is used whenever you
need e.g. a background color and the
product doesn’t fall under the FF4
categories.

Fix/Repair Inside

Outdoor Power (Filters. Bulbs, Fasteners, etc.)

Fix/Repair Outside
(Lawn & Garden)

Paint Accessories Grill Accessories Power Tools

You can reduce percentages of the main
color (tint) but only in steps of -20%. ]
Lowest usable tint allowed is 40% S

Keys

o
The helpful place.
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ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

THE FRAME COLORS
Home

Colors for boxes and border-stroke Anything But Power Paint BBQs Preservation
The defined colors for the Famous For
Four categories, including 'Anything but),

are also used to create box strokes and

background colors on the product

pages. 100%
Whenever you present a Famous For 80%
Four product in a box, use the

60% H

corresponding color for the FF4 category
it represents. 40%

Stroke is always 3 pt. set as an inside

stroke.

100%
You can use percentages of the main
color (tint) but only in steps of +/-20%. 80%
When you use a stroke for a box, the
minimum tint of the stroke and box is 60%
40%.

40%

o
The helpful place.
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ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

FF4 Power tools
Color background

THE FF4 FRAME
COLORS

A few examples for inspiration.

Power Tools

jum-lon Hammer _
Drill & Impact Driver Kit
2824357

aasrrsuan

CRESCENT BLACK
e 3,“{,'53“'}. 12/caE NEED Sy | UFCSAE-
eciprocating Saw, o s
rill/Driver or Jig Saw Wettx CRESGENT BLACK WRENCH SET

T0PC SAE, CRESCENT BLACK

2827483, 2827582, 2834323 WRENCH 10PC MM, CRESCENT
KET SET,

Limit 4t this price.

Limit 4 at this price.

Limit 5 at this price.

FF4 power

tools Color

s69.00 -$1Q MimmAcE | . i frame
10 RS eano 055 -S10 MumAcE, .. -5 MWAASEanne

$592 - $5Q99 1922

Triazicide® Lawn | _ | Ortho® Weed B Gon® Max® Plus 50' Pocket Hose®
Insect Killer Kills on contact, Crabgrass Control Ready-to-Use, Silver Bullet™
Granules, 10 Lb. up to 2-month i sy
s in residual control. Limit 2 at this price. e

FF4 Home p. Color
background

Ace Yard &
Garden Tools
70018, 70024, 70093,

54 W ace s -9 Wi ace

REWARD CARD* REWARD CARD*

$622

FF4 Home p.
Color frame

The helpful place.
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THE LIFESTYLE IMAGES ‘ = 2 1) IRz - Jone o

The helpful place."

Grab the attention of the viewer - , & RED HOT
The lifestyle images are used to set the scene of the /
theme of each Preprint.

Use images with intensity we see eye contact as a - .
great way of connecting with the consumers. 14 4 Bama SR “ \
Use strong product-related images with subjects o : @ | ‘
looking into the camera to help make a connection | | f“"”ﬂ-#“”"g
with the consumer.
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Add balance and depth to the images by adding % , 1 E -
seasonal effects like leaves, flags, or other effects. ' ’ X
Remember to keep it simple and powerful.

Ace celebrates diversity, so remember to ensure
diversity in the compositions and avoid using too
many Caucasian people.

Power Tools

The helpful place.
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THE PRODUCT IMAGES

The key element in great compositions!

Product images with props can be used,
as long as the props don't distract from
the main product.

Be careful not to go over the top.

Note:
MORE PHOTO PAGES TO BE ADDED
SOON.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Suncast® Ace CoreFUSION™
Smart Trak® 50' x 5/8" Garden Hose
Hose Hideaway® 7802218

Holds up to Limit 2 at this price.
225'of hose. - 100’ x 5/8” Garden Hose, 7802333
7794290 $69.99 410 With Ace Rewards Card,»
Limit 1 at this price. You Pay $59.99.

Limit 2 at this price

Fade to background
color with isolated
product

Never text in
the image

| I | |
Suncast® £ | | ‘ Ace CoreFUSION” —==7——=7'
S| 3 - per vy I | 50'x 5/8" Garden Hose -« - - = 1- - -
| Hose Hideawa | 2 1 | 7802218 j

Limit 2 at this price.
225' of hose. 100" x 6/8" Garden Hose, 7802333,
| 77194290 $69.99 -510 With Ace Rewards Card,

_s WITH ACE

$39.99 REWARDS CARD*

T
'i
Holds upito 1 | |

You Pay $59.99. |
Limit 2 at this price.

Limit 1 at this price.|

Never use glow
or drop shadow
on the text

The helpful place.
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Remember to use the right naming for files
Always use 300dpi resolution for images used for
preprint and sign kit productions.

Name files by event code_page number_brief
description (ex. 17190501_P2_Grandpagrill tif).

File names must be a maximum of 25 characters
before the file extension.

Do not use special characters or periods in the name.

Include iStock number in the name or on layers when
images are manipulated, when applicable.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

DeWalt® 20 Volt
MAX Brushless
Lithium-Ion Drill/
Driver

2493427

DeWalt® 20 Volt MAX
Brushless Lithium-Ion
Impact Driver

2799633

YOUR CHOICE 0
Volt MAX XR
Lithium-Ion
Oscillatin,
Multi-Too!
2538395

DeWalt® 20
Volt MAX
Lithium-Ion
Battery Pack
2/Pk.

/Pk.
2800399

gew;llt® 20 V(})llt MAX XR
rushless Lithium-lon
Random Orbit Sander B 2]

2862977 ——————

The helpful place.
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LOGO BRICK
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THE LOGO BRICK

Usage of the logo brick
The logo brick was created solely to support the preprint activities .

. _ The helpful place.
The brick was created to ensure that the logo stays in the same place

on all preprints.
The shape of the brick is reminiscent of a pocket on the red Ace vest.
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The Logo Brick should always be used in
the combination of a RED brick and all
WHITE Ace copy.

Isolation zone ;;rrr]lifehelpful place" should also be in all
We have created an isolation zone around the logo brick, keeping

additional elements and copy away from the Ace logo to make it more
prominent. Please always respect the isolation zone.

The size of the isolation zone is set to follow ace in the word “place” so
if you scale the logo brick, the size of the zone will always be scaled 5
accordingly. 5 ‘
g ®

The helpful place.

¢ Gradient

Type: | Linear GRADIENT BACKGROUND: : Isolation zone.
= The gradient is going from : The isolation zone on all borders to the brick
Location: |75 |% Angle: | 120,1 ACE Dark red (0,100,81,40) to ACE : must always be respected,
Reverce B3 Corporate RED (0,100,81,4) The zone is defined as the width of ace in
y Split point is marked with: // ® : “the helpful place.”.

The helpful place.

The helpful place.
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THE LOGO BRICK

Placement and alignment of the logo brick
The logo brick should always be placed in the upper left corner on
both the front cover and the back cover of the preprint.

Elements and copy placed beneath the logo brick must align left
for visual balance.

When building the headline, aim for justified alignment i.e. try to
align both left and right composition.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

The helpful place.
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MISUSE OF THE LOGO BRICK

Dos and Don'’ts of the logo brick
The logo brick is a key visual and should never be changed in color,

shape, by distortion, or with elements added on top, or on the side.
helpful plac
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The Logo Brick should never be inverted.

4 =
ME

: «
ACE B ACE

The heipful piace. The heipful piace.r

The Logo Brick should The Logo Brick should
never be distorted. never have a drop shadow.

The helpful place.

E

()
Sd

The Logo Brick should never change color.
Always place the brick on a background
color that makes it clear and visible. Never
place it on e.g. a red background.

<

A

Y
PRy

0

3]

8

o

=

8

/> T

-

o Q
The helpful place. I-S

A

The Logo Brick should never The Logo Brick should The Logo Brick should
be used with ‘cool’ effects. never be set on fire. never be rotated.

o
The helpful place.
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THE DESIGN AND FONTS OF PRICE

SPLATTERS

Strong visualization of price and benefits.

The price splatter is designed to give maximum awareness to the price
messaging. It has a certain “POP” to it — and it is very easy to read and

understand on a page with a lot of information.

The font used to create the Hero and Main/Plain price splatters is once

again Roboto Slab. It has power and is easy to read.

-$100 is Roboto Slab Bold in 17 pt.
WITH ACE REWARDS is Roboto Slab

Hero splatter
Bold in 6,5 pt.

WITH ACE
-slo REWARDS CARD*

$1,59929

$1,599.99 is created with Roboto Slab Bold 33 pt.

$1699.99

$1699 is Roboto Slab

Bold
in 9.9 pt.

each is 8 pt.

ARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

ACE HARD

1
1
The shape of the splatter is made from the shape of the “E” in the
ACE logo. The shape adds a dynamic effect to the splatter.

Main/Plain splatter

-$3 is Roboto Slab Bold in 12 pt.
WITH ACE REWARDS is Roboto

Slab Bold in 5 pt.

$2Q WITH ACE
= REWARDS CARD*

$18.99

$18.99 is
Roboto Slab Bold
in7 pt.

5152%.

$ 15.99 is created with Roboto Slab Bold 25 pt.
The helpful place.

gallon is 6 pt.
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THE HERO PRICE SPLATTER

To be used in the main theme communication
These are used for the hero product, which is presented in the lifestyle
section at the top of the pages.

There can never be more than one or two hero splatters on a page.

The hero splatters can be placed both in front of or behind the product
image, as long as it doesn't obstruct the key features of the product.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Hero

$1699.99 -$10 REWARDS CARD*

51,5992

(
§

.\

. $3909 b

o

Lithium-lon Hammer
Drill & Impact Driver Ki'
2824357

The helpful place.
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THE MAIN PRICE SPLATTER Main

To be used in 70% Hero size.

These are lower in priority than the hero splatters. The main price 51899 =53 REWARSS caro-
splatters are smaller in size, so that the hero splatter remains the hero, $1599

while the remaining product prices are presented clearly in bold. gallon
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The main price splatters can be placed both in front of or behind the
product image, as long as it doesn't obstruct the key features of the
product.

DEWALT

Il_)IeWalt®D
eavy-Duty
Foldin
Utility Knife
or Stud
Finder
2468510, 2829521
Limit 4 at this
price.

o ‘\y
P a———

]

_$5 WITH ACE
REWARDS CARDY,

$Q99

each

The helpful place.
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THE PLAIN PRICE SPLATTER Plain Plain Hero

To be used in 70% Hero splatter size without benefits on top of the
main brick

$Q99

These are used for generic product presentation of everyday prices 39?3 gallon
that are not on sale. There are no benefits (e.g. save with Ace Rewards,
2 for...) attached to the plain price splatter.

o
5
>
i
=
i
55l
-
o}
3]
(%)
o]
In
>
-
-
m
<]
7]

Can be placed both in front of or behind the product image.
YOUR CHOICE

S992?

Weber® iGrill® 2 or 3
Cooking Thermometer
Bluetooth smart connection lets
you monitor cooking foods with
your smart device.

8531519, 8592180

The helpful place.
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SPLATTER GALLERY

This is an overview of all current splatter types.

Hero splatters
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REG $169.99 REG $169.99 REG $169.99

SALE
$18.99 -33 REWARDS CARD* $18.99 -33 RRRRRRRRRRRR SALE

1522, S1592.  J S1522

SALE 2 FOR SALE

$1599 § $15%9 ¥ 2 $299
FARSS 539069 =S40 NITHACE o SALE 2 FOR SALE
2892 f| 52892 [s325% Js3259
$1699.99  -S]100REASE canc ] 1605.00  -S10OREARSE canoe SALE 2 FOR
s1599% J $1599% [s1599% Js1599% [z

SALE SALE

$325% 2, $1 5992

The helpful place.



ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

SPLATTER GALLERY

This is an overview of all current splatter types.

Plain splatters
51,3259
s15% )l $325% ) s1,599%9
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Main splatters

£169:
REG $169.99 REG $169.99 REG 5169.99

SALE WITH ACE
13099 ~S30 REVARSS carp+ SALE REWARDS CARDS* SALE

$9999 $999
1199 =S2 HEVARSE carpt Aqres =53 MTAASE arpe SALE 2 FOR SALE
sgz> 599
51899 =$3 REWARDS caRD* 53685 =53 REWARSS carps SALE 2 FOR SALE
s15 15 [l s20% Jlf 205
$325.99 | =S100 REWAASE cano+ 7 SALE 2 FOR SALE
$225% $225% $225% N $225%° N 2 $225%
$1,225% § 51,225%° M 2 %1 225%

SALE
132599 =S100 REWARSS carps $1325.99 -$100 HEVARSS caror

s1.225208 512258

The helpful place.
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DOS AND DON'TS OF PRICE SPLATTERS

POOL EXPERTS
SINCE 1928

pred e

Do not cover the main features of the
product with the price splatter.

SALE

2, $500

POOL EXPERTS
SINCE 1928

POOL EXPERTS
SINCE 1928

Pool Shock
Treatment,

13.30z.
80783
RED HOT BUY

T e s

Place the price splatter so it supports the
product message and makes the product
shine.

Consistency is great for keeping alignment in
place.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

The helpful place.
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CREATIVE USE OF PRICE SPLATTERS

A small gallery for inspiration
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Power Tools

SALE _$%) WITH ACE
$8.99

REWARDS CARD*

DeWalt® 20 Volt

MAX Brushless

Lithium-Ion Drill/ ~

Driver

2493427

DeWalt® 20 Volt MAX
Brushless Lithium-Ion

Impact Driver
2799633

YOUR CHOICE Dewalt: 20 Ortho® Weed
gi‘:hiillllm_-lon B G0n® Max®
1t
Multi-Too Plus Crabgrass
2538395
Control
Ready-to-Use,
DeWalt® 20 7,43,7080 L
Volt MAX Limit 2 at this price. |
Lithium-Ion e
Battery Pack
2/Pk.
2800399
gewillw 20L\_It;1it MAIX XR s
R{a‘xl:io:f (s)ﬂ:it S:I:llr-let;n | R @
2862977 =R,
One price splatter is centered for multiple products of same price. This allows the price splatter to connect with the product

but doesn't cover up important logo or features.

The helpful place.
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ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

THE ACE EXCLUSIVE SPLATTER

To be used when promoting an Ace exclusive product

i . MEMBERS ONLY
The ACE EXCLUSIVE splatter created to highlight products that are -
only available at an Ace Hardware store or online.
. . . . 1
It is important to clarify which products are ACE EXCLUSIVE, so pay Weber: Genesie I
attention to the placement of the splatter. E‘k”
+Handle light
Two rules for the EXCLUSIVE splatter: 10 Year 05 e
8017320
’|) AlWHyS tOUCh the prOdUCt the Offer refers to Remember the alignment when doing comps like this.

2) Align with product co
Hlanwithe ” [$29% |

ACE

RED HOT BUY -
Scotts® Foundation OtLS

Soil Improver
« Covers 5000 sq. ft.

. B mqmmmﬂ
. A‘CE Always let the splatter Jab W

EXCLUSIVE

3 &Nl | !
touch the product for ‘7 wafer e ulren

clear communication. !
A . 1
LINATURALLY'

EXCLUSIVE

Works in3 Ways

LED Fairy Bulb

White or multi-color, assorted styles.
3929791, 3929767, 3929601, 3929577,
3929619, 3929643, 3929593, 3929585

Size of splatter might vary, but always
keep the same size when multiple Never use glow on logos.
splatters are placed close to each other.

The helpful place.
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(@)

Z THE BOGO SPLATTERS

=

5 “Buy X and Get Y” come in many variations. The BOGO splatter is a

E combination of multiple variations of the BOGO message 1" SALE

S /‘ $39Q99

3 The splatter is a combination of two arrows (that point to what you need to o

: buy to get something for free) and the Roboto Slab and Mindset are set as e 2
the free form font. Hammer N §
When designing a BOGO offer, it is important to be very clear to avoid g Impact

2824357

confusion. Be precise in the placement of arrows (THIS and FREE) to help
consumers understand the message.

Font sizes on both Roboto Slab and Mindset can vary depending on the size
of the callout. Keep the proportions the same when you scale the font size.

/\
v womsane BUY THIS

GET THIS Milwaukee® M18™
REDLITHIUM™
Battery Pack,
2548998..5129.99 Value.

. Milwaukee®
FONT: MINDSET PACKOUT™ Tool Bag

2837680...559.99 Value
RED HOT BUY

ARROWS ARE PART OF INDESIGN
DOCUMENTS AS VECTOR GFX.

The helpful place.
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- THE “% OFF“ AND FREE SPLATTERS

—

M

5 To be used when promoting a broad product category offering a :

E percentage discount or free item. N

! all BBQ sauces
5 & seasonings
._]

m

o

We have a number of different “offer splatters” that helps to promote the
great offer to the consumers.

Some relate to Ace Rewards Members only, others are more generic.

Exclusively for Ace Rewards Members should appear under the splatter.

The placement and size of the splatter are not locked. It is used where it
adds the best balance to the designs. The proportions of the splatters should
always remain the same when scaling up/down.

GRILLS AND ACCESSORIES TOTALING %399 AND UP*

ACE REWARDS MEMBERS ONLY

Exclusively for Ace Rewards Members should appear under
the splatter.

., Weber
 branded
‘c r

t power
| Traeger®

The helpful place.
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THE “% OFF" AND FREE SPLATTERS

To be used when promoting a broad product category offering a
percentage discount or free item.

We have a number of different “offer splatters” that helps to promote the
great offers to the consumers.

Some relate to Ace Rewards Members only, others are more generic.

Exclusively for Ace Rewards Members should appear under the splatter.

20 LB. TRAEGER
BARBECUE
PELLETS

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ACE REWARDS MEMBERS

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

I

P — _ .
N —_— —————— S

REFILL OR
EXCHANGE OF 20 LB.
PROPANE TANK*

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ACE REWARDS MEMBERS

The helpful place.
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THE “% OFF“ AND FREE SPLATTERS 2

To be used when promoting a broad product category offering a BUY ONE ’

percentage discount or free item. GET ONE

We have a number of different “offer splatters” that helps to promote the

great offers to the consumers.
INSTANTLY 2
Select Ball®

Canning Jars & Lids \ valspe
6358691 ASPIRE
No limit.
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SAVE

WITH ACE
REWARD CARD*

Wide Mouth Jar Lids, Bx/12, 62304...53.59
Regular Mouth Jar Lids, Bx/12, 62303...82.59

The helpful place.
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Other splatters

We have a few other splatters to use when
communicating a specific message.

See our full assortment... can be used when you
communicate a message or show a product where
the consumer would benefit from going online and
get more information.

Always use the right FF4 colors to match the
product category.

As seen on TV... can be used when you
communicate a message or show a product where
TV advertising has been used to promote it.

Roboto Slab Regular

Roboto Slab Bold

Roboto Bold

Roboto Slab Bold

AS SEEN ON

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Jefferson
Cushion
Glider
8014632
Limit3at this

Dakota 3 Pc. Rocker

Bistro Set

* Includes table and 2 rocking SALE

-0 S 99
w0165

Lo nd cacle ot s

50' Pocket Hose® AS SEEN ON
Silver Bullet”

6809263

75', 680927153999

100, 6809289...49.99

The helpful place.
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Other splatters 2

We have a few other splatters to use when

WITH ACE
$14.99 _$3 REWARDS CARD*

o
g
>
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communicating a specific message. Sllgg
each

See our full assortment... can be used when you
communicate a message or show a product where ggosttesjd@ Kills to
the consumer would benefit from going online and 3751Lb.

. . 7206428,
get more information. S220412,
Always use the right FF4 colors to match the [
product category. this price.

As seen on TV... can be used when you
communicate a message or show a product where

GROWS ANYWHERE
GUARANTEED

TV advertising has been used to promote it. @"

Roboto Slab Bold, 7/8 pt. are used for 3
these type of information boxes. Kllls to

the root!

Roboto Slab Bold are used for YOUR CHOICE

these types of callouts.
Font size can vary depending of space

ava"ab'e' MIX & MATCH!

The helpful place.
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COUPONS

Coupons are used on the front page with the
associated back on page 2.

The coupon can have many different messages,
but the readability should always be prioritized,
which is why we use a white background to
support that.

P -
1
1

The helpful place.

COUPON

Stroke width is 2,9 pt.

Roboto Black, 30 pt./36 pt.

any one regular-priced item

under $50 or get $12.50 off any

Roboto Regular, 7,5 pt./8,5 pt. one regular-priced item over
$50. See page 2 for details

25% off any one regular-priced item under $50 or
get$12.50 off any one regular-priced item over 50+

Roboto Bold, 6 pt./7 pt. it 1 per eusiorne. Vi for ene rnsaction enly. Coupen

% oo ot putcisiog /e Hrduae s e ©
trough

i e e o cerge

accois, Insiat stk ony. Dicant ot vaid on

dacaried ard demnrc o e, e,
Ace git cards, city stikers, city/municipally

Roboto Light, 5,5 pt./6 pt. ?Eu;;m;x e,

o i el e i K
and otfe items that each paripating store may

Shesli gt DP101456

PG T || |‘| ”

See siore for delas. Offer goot

St i
rolbied it dozat s

1

1

1

I (o)

1 o Roboto Slab Bold, 57 pt.

Roboto Slab Bold, 153 pt. : ff

I 0 Roboto Slab Bold, 26 pt.
1

25% off any one regular-priced item under %50 or
get12.50 off any one regular-priced item over50°
it 1 per customes Vol for one ansaction ooy, Coy

good

pon
only . gariopating Ace liaduare stoes Jure 5
o e 17 215 Rt e open st o

ot vl on ceharde i docs
e e
s e sk oy oot o v o Sl
dsooun ‘karanoe meckandse, entl, In
sote senvces, foe il cads, u\y ey ol
equred fnfiashbage i

o vy s, T, it fo, e o
rechandss ermin bosse, Mgl e b, ek
ey prodoc, Nt e ot STHL® beandnd
products, Torc* b orccts incucing st pover 10k
s g V1 bt T o
s o brordd s e et 1
o e }\Evalmg e may despete,

i onjrcon il any ther

Coupon chigng v

ol exsont S

prohbied. Vasintem doount s
51250 Nocash e

VARE DESIGN GU

JIDE FOR PREPRINT

The helpful place.
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FAMOUS FOR FOUR CATEGORY ICONS

One icon for each category

When we introduce the Famous For Four categories, we have the
category title and the corresponding category icon to either the left or
right in the top bar, depending on the design.

The Category Icon should be 40% transparent and have a margin of
0,1" to the right side of it.

Paint Home Power BBQs
Preservation

Gl'ills accessories and more!
- . .

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

o
The helpful place.
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THE PRODUCT BOX STROKE

Boxes are used for variety and to keep the products in place.

We use the boxes to keep products in the right place and to encapsulate the
copy, logos, and other corresponding information.

Boxes are placed within the grid, always with a 0.10" space between them,
so the grid looks strong and crisp.

Frames should always be in the Famous For Four colors or Anything but.

See the colors in the Colors chapter.

Char-Broil® Patio Bistro®
TRU-Infrared™ Gas Grill
240 sq. in. of cooking space.
8398240

Limit 1 at this price.

Patio Bistro® TRU-Infrared™ Electric Grill,
8511768...SALE $169.99 -$30

With Ace Rewards Card,* You Pay $139.99.
Limit 1 at this price.

512090 ~S3ONEWARS carpe
: Background color on boxes
Sg ggg The color should always match the
corresponding color for the Famous For Four
category. Tint can be reduced in steps of 20%,
but minimum tint value is 40%

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Stroke width

The stroke width should always

be exactly 3 pt.

Always use inside stroke, never centered or
outside.

Char:Broil

Char-Broil® Patio Bistro®
TRU-Infrared™ Gas Grill

240 sq. in. of cooking space.

8398240

Limit 1 at this price.

Patio Bistro® TRU-Infrared™ Electric Grill,
8511768...SALE $169.99 -$30 With Ace
Rewards Card,* You Pay $139.99. Limit 1
at this price.

SALE
$129.99 =

39999

Usage of box for product
The box adds a nice frame, and can be used to
make the design light.

$3 WITH ACE
REWARD CARD*

The helpful place.
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THE PRODUCT BOX MARGIN

Usage of the box

It is important to remember the margin on boxes.

The margin is used to ensure space inside the
boxes and to avoid a "'messy" look.

The margin from outside box/stroke is 0.10" all
way round, and that must be respected.
Especially on the placement of objects and
product copy. The only reason to break that rule
is if you place a product image and crop it along
the borders.

On the top right image, you see a perfectly
composed product box.

The bottom right image shows how to crop a
product along the borders.

e e j e e e -
- "‘ Heme " Typelx — -

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

SALE TH ACE

wr
8.99 '34 REWARD CARD*

contact, up
to 2-month
residual
control.

1

ITriazicide® Lawn
IInsect Killer
IGranules, 10 Lb.
114176

Margin

Any given box should always have
a fixed margin of 0.14" to secure
space around the box-content.

'Flherglass Stepladder
Klip resistant foot pads, top for small
Feans, parts or tools. 300 Ib. duty rating

%ackyard Bug |
ontrol Outdoor [ v
'Fogger 2/Pk. | N | e |
attis price e L2 £ )

o

s on Contactt

s on contact

SALE WITH ACE

3065 -S20 HEWARSS canv:

B e e

S

Margin exception
When you use the box to crop product images, then you can break the margin on the
image. Still keeping it on the copy/splatter

o
The helpful place.
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THE VARIATION OF BOXES

The perfect presentation of products
By using the different box options, you can
create a great-looking page.

SA AC! Roundup® Weed
3445 =55 MTEACE o ki

Ortho® Weed
B Gon® Max®
Plus Crabgrass

Grass Killer
Concentrate Plus,
$2499 s

ntrol
Ready-to-Use,
7257080

Limit 2t thisprce.
Craftsman® 2 Gal. RED HOT BUY
‘Tank Sprayer

it 2attis rce

438724
Limit 2at ths prie.

54 wmace

3 wims Ace
REWARD CARD® 9 -52

‘REWARD CARD"

Remember to follow the color rules for stroke Background image box:

; Used to highlight a product
and background colors when using boxes. g

50
Fle)mgen@ Premium

mnumwa\ this price
Color may vary.
100 x5/8" 72054, 4399 8
ith Ace Rewards Card.» You
Pay 35,99, Limit 2.t this prie.
REDHOT BUY
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Water & Nutrent

[ s112°
! 3
‘CE | 2399 |84 M, s AceYarda
& ‘ A Garden Tools

EXCLUSIVE = 70018, 70024,

'nnpinAL“LV
Works in

70093, 71752
RED HOT BUY

Cutter® Backyard

Bug Control, 32 0z.

prs bugsuplo?
ont

Triazicide® Lawn
Insect Killer
Granules, 10 Lb.
lsencontactup o

it residual control
FHierte
ittt i

Raid® Insect
Killers
70725, 70726, 75255

Limit 22t this price
REDHOT BUY.

LRt i prce

Background color box:
Used for product variation. w90 -S] pmACE
Color must follow the FF4

category when the product
belongs to a FF4 category.

50' Pocket Hose®
899 =84 R EAn Sitver Bullat™

sin
U o DXL

Free space box: Stroke based box:

For dynamic visualization you can Add variation by having only the
place a product outside of the boxes. stroke in your comp.
Remember the 0.10" margin, including Stroke must always be 3pt.

when using this box-type!

o
The helpful place.
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VISUAL EXAMPLES ,, ‘CE A VALID JUNE 1-25 T
OF BOX USAGE 1 A ! L

The helpful place.

Milwaukee®
12 Pc. Ultimate .
Demolition Sawzall”

Saw Blade Set 2192649 .
Limit 4 at this price.
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LE |_SG witHAcE
$24.99 =) REWARDS CARD*

51929

Ace Tools & "

\ Accessories

m STANLEY. % ‘ 2295830, 23307, NATURALLY'
h 2369189, 2581809
Stanley® and DeWalt® DEWALY ‘CE
Tools & Accessories -~y | EXCLUSIVE
2012391, 2107688, 2320133,
2398667, 2567865, 2803005, .
2829539 Scotts® Foundation
Soil Improver

+ Covers 5000 sq. ft.
* Boosts water and nutrient retention
+ Reduces soil compaction

+ Supports microbial activity
7796030 Not available in Oregon.

Raid” Insect Ortho® Home Ace 50' x 5/8" Flexogen® Kaytee® Songbird

Killers, 15 Oz. Defense Max® Premium Garden Hose Seed, 7 Lb. or Nut &

70725, 70726, 75255 Insect Killer g 71928 Limit 2 atthis price. Fruit Wild Bird Food, 5 Lb.
Limit 2 at this price. for Indoor & S 100" x 5/8, 72054, 81053, 8123820

BUY ONE

Perimeter J

7508070 [ Wi

Limit 2at this price. | NI
R

wiTs Ace
-S1 HETAASE caro

$499

each

5.9 5049 =52.50 HEWAASE canp:

$699

gallon

MIX & MATCH!

June Month Long Event AP1 2190601ML, 001, Versions: CA,DS,FN,NR NW,SO

The helpful place.
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CATEGORY HEADER BOX

The Category Header Boxes are used to establish a category. .
When you establish a category mod, remember to use the corresponding : Ein ' ' =
top box. The box contains the FF4 category name, a transparent = :
background box, and the category icon. e

9001"1146!

The background box should be 0.43" high and the width of the full page.
The box should always be 35% transparent and multiply.
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$84900 $49900

Category Name. The left side margin should be 0.15" before the category
name. Category name should be vertically aligned and centered in the box.

Font sizes to be used are Roboto Slab Bold 22 pt. for the category header.

The Category Icon should be 40% transparent and have a margin of 0.1"
to the right side of it.

If a page is without a FF4 category, then the header box can be removed.
The exception is when it is a front page, then we use it without an icon to
keep the date in place.

The helpful place.
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ALIGNMENT
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GREAT ALIGNMENT EXAMPLE

Simple, yet very powerful
Perfect alignment brings everything into the right place and makes the
pages significantly more beautiful.
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Example of great alignment, all way around.

The helpful place.
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BAD ALIGNMENT EXAMPLE

Keep the alignment - horizontally and vertically

Nothing can clutter a page more than bad alignment. The balance of
the objects on a page is key to readability and a great experience with
the Preprint when reading it.

By aligning copy with splatter boxes, a strong grid is created.

LE "= v 'W)TH'A‘L‘E"";'
9 -S15 REWARDS CAl

99

BISRD ) L Lo S Jefferson Dakota 3 Pc. Rocker Bistro Set
99.99 bbbl  Cushion + Includes table and 2 rocking chairs
Glider * Olefin cushions

8014632 8014633
Limit 3 Lamp and candle

atihis price. notincluded s1 g 9 99

SALE
each

Relaxer Chair " Bungee Folding
8515041, 8515058, Side Table
8515066 8405722, 8405730,
= plimitdatthisprice. — - O AR — — — o I e ST

Example of missing alignment. The Splatters in the top are falling across the page. The top left is on the edge of the box, and missing the margin.

The Copy for products 2-3-4 should have been top aligned (New Castle is to low). The margin at the bottom of the left box is too small.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

New Castle

5 Pc. Dining Set

+ Includes table and 4 motion chairs
+ Powder-coated steel frames

+ Olefin cushions SALE
8497794 :
9' New Castle Umbrells, s 99 1
8497802..5129.99

RED HOT BUY

o
The helpful place.
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THE ACE HELPER

Our Ace Helpers are used to showing the consumers that there are people
behind Ace.

We recommend using at least 2 different Ace Helpers throughout the
preprint to demonstrate the helpfulness and diversity of our staff.

What makes Ace so special is the people behind the brand. It is a great idea
to make sure that we always have at least one or two boxes in the designs.
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ACE HELPER BOXES

Used to make sure that consumers know there is a face behind Ace.

The Ace Helper boxes are used to inspire consumers to e.g. sign up for
the Ace Rewards Program, our newsletters, or to promote the extra mile
promise.

They can be used inside a box and they can be placed both in front of or
behind the stroke. They can also be shown in a larger category box.
(Note: MORE PHOTO PAGES TO BE ADDED SOON).

| BUY ONE, A
Cptomas anl Aopire” and GET ONE
Clark+Kensington® paint

Gallons only. Limit 2 gallons at 50% off.
Mixing and matching brands is allowed.
Valid at participating locations only.

valspar

OPTIMUS

Extra mile promise:

Used for information following
a product offer. Stroke 3 pt.
Font: Roboto Slab Bold 13 pt.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

" BUYONE

GET

The helpful place.
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FOOTER
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THE IMPRINT FOOTER

Close the page in a beautiful way with the footer.
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Stop by your local Ace store, or visitus here [[] 2 ® <——  Social Media Icons:
Use white icons and not

IMPRINT Visit acehardware.com to find — Wemenotarama for

Children’s Facebook/Twitter... but helping our

AREA DO your local participating Ace. o i e N

*Ace Rewards card Instant Savings (*Instant Savings*) amount is available only to Ace Rewards members in store (see store for details). Where applicable by law, tax is charged on the sale price before
application of Instant Savings. You must present Ace Rewards card to receive Instant Savings in store. Instant Savings listed in this advertisement are valid through 8/27/19, at participating stores

Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation, Oak Brook, IL. Individual retailer regular and sale prices may vary by
store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either direction. Except for Red Hot Buys, which extend through the end of the month, and except as otherwise stated, prices advertised in this circular
are valid at participating stores through August 27, 2019, while supplies last. Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation and may vary by

local retailer, See local retailer in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefits, product selection/color, sale items, clearance and closeout items, Ace everyday low prices, return and rain-check
policies, and quantities may all vary by store, as well as from acehardware.com. Some items may require assembly. Ace is not responsible for printing or typographical errors.

Stop by your local Ace store, or visit us here n u

GETA i . . - - - 1

GIVE U $ 00 =" 4 Visit acehardware.com to find your local participating Ace. i icidil
ildren’s 1

:YOUR OFF - ‘ *Ace Rewards card Instant Savings (“Instant Savings”) amount is available only to Ace Rewards members in store (see store for details) Miracle Networki
@ s Where applicable by law, tax is charged on the sale price before application of Instant Savings. You must present Ace Rewards card to receive w Hospitals’ 1

EMAIL & COUPON eiards Instant Savings in store. Instant Savings listed in this advertisement are valid through 8/27/19, at participating stores, |
Loupon will be emailed to Ace Rewards customer within SR Ace stores are independently owned and operated. The prices in this advertisement are suggested by Ace Hardware Corporation, Oak Brook, IL. Individual retailer regular and sale prices 1
P weeks after email address is provided in-store to an may vary by store, which may impact actual savings amounts in either direction. Except for Red Hot Buys, which extend through August 27, 2019, and except as otherwise stated, prices |
fice sales associate. Limited to Ace Rewards accounts ) advertised in this circular are valid at participating stores through August 27, 2019, while supplies last, Sale and Instant Savings dates set forth herein are national dates suggested by |
jhat do not already have an email address on file Limit g Ace Hardware Corporation and may vary by local retailer. See local retaler in-store signage for details. Offers, Ace Rewards® benefits, product selection/color, sale items, clearance and |
ne coupon per Ace Rewards account. Subject to closeout tems, Ace everyday low prices, eturn and rain-check policies, and quantiies may allvary by store, as wellas from acehardware.com. Some items may require assembly. Ace s |
rerms (including exclusions) as printed on coupon not responsible for printing or typoaraphical erfors H
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THE GROMMET PAGES

Promoting small independent businesses through
the preprint communications is a key strategy.

The Grommet designs have a bit more flexibility in
the design grid than the regular Preprint content.
Consider the Grommet page as a puzzle that is
carefully solved by placing interesting information
and products in a nice composition.

- If space allows it, remember to tell the story of the
maker, preferably with an image of the maker.

- We never show products in packaging, but always
show them in use.

- We use the small arrows to attach the price to the
individual product or link the message to it.

- Be aware that we use the same shape of price
splatters, but to differentiate we use black splatters
on the Grommet pages.

Note: Remember also to use the Grommet specific
brand guideline.

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Uuni Wood Pellet Oven

Make delicious wood-fired dishes

in your backyard. This outdoor

pizza oven heats up to 900+ degrees

in a flash (literally, less than 10 min-
utes). Foodies love this powerhouse.

Your Secret Gift Shop eehid
The Grommet spends all year searching for the most innovative,
unique, and undiscovered products from small businesses. Your search

FR—

MEET THE
MAKER

BenjiLock

Originally from the Dominican
Republic, Robbie Cabral was a
college student working janitorial
jobs when he saw how frustrated
people got when dealing with com-
binations and keys to open

their locks. So, he created Ben-
jiLock to open easily using your
fingerprint — and has now won
multiple tech awards.

BenjiLock” Mini Rechargeable
Pndm with Finqﬂpringt
Technology

Unlocks with key or your finger-
print

5990032

EcoEgg” Egg

Uses natural mineral pellets to
get clothes clean — no need for
laundry detergent!

o
The helpful place.
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THE GROMMET COLORS

We are using different instances of blue to create the beautiful
Grommet grid.

GROMMET BLUE
C:39
M: 03
Y: 00
K: 22

100%

80%

60%

40%

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT

Uuni Wood Pellet Oven

Make delicious wood-fired dishes

in your backyard. This outdoor

pizza oven heats up to 900+ degrees
in a flash (literally, less than 10 min-
utes). Foodies love this powerm

Your Secret Gift Shop
The Grommet spends all year searching for the most innovative,
unique, and undiscovered products from small businesses. Your search
for the perfect gift is over.

MEET THE
MAKER

BenjiLock

Originally from the Dominican
Republic, Robbie Cabral was a
college student working janitorial
jobs when he saw how frustrated
people got when dealing with com-
binations and keys to open

their locks. So, he created Ben-
jiLock to open easily using your
fingerprint — and has now won
multiple tech awards.

BenjiLock” Mini Rechargeable
mf.’é‘i with Fingerprint
Technology

Unlocks with key or your finger-

EcoEgg” Laundry Egg

Uses natural mineral pellets to
get clothes clean — no need for
laundry detergent!

1633709

o
The helpful place.
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THE GROMMET VARIATIONS

Depending on the available space, we use different versions of a
Grommet page.

Uuni Wood Pellet Oven
Make delicious wood-ired dishes.

in your backyard. This outdoor

pizza oven heats up to 900+ degrees

ina flash iteraly, less than 10 min-
ut love this powerhouse.

Your Secret Gift Shop ]
‘The Grommet spends all year searching for the most innovative,
unique, and undiscovered products from small businesses. Your search

for the perfect gift s over.

MEET THE &
MAKER

Originally from the Dominican
Republic, Robbie Cabral was a

Broadsheet version.

NOTE:

The broadsheet version
will not always position
The Grommet directly
above the imprint footer.

multiple tech awards.

P e

Unhcks with key or your finger-

514 |

EcoEgg” Laundry Egg

Uses natural mineral pelets to

getclohs lean  noneed for
undy detergent

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT
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Half page version. Used when we do not have space
for a full page of Grommet products.

Orange Screw™ Ground
Anchor

Great olution or tents,

The helpful place.
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Your Secret Gift Shop
‘The Grommet spends all year searching for

the mostinnovative, unique, and undiscovered
from emall businesses.

MEET THE

‘Your search for the perfect gitis over.

Rovk High Performance
Cosler
This cooler is adventure eadsy,

resistant wheels,an
aluminum dual .
and s durable,roto-molded
body. 2" thick foam nsulation
Keeps contents cold or up

and organized

Full tab page back cover version.

o
The helpful place.
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THE ENDING
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YOUR NOTES ON THE DESIGNS...

ACE HARDWARE DESIGN GUIDE FOR PREPRINT
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YOUR NOTES ON THE DESIGNS...
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YOUR NOTES ON THE DESIGNS...
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